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guidelines for the first time* but, since its disbandin in 1981, there has been no further progress on guidelin d evelopment.*
3.  Uniform guidelines for risk assessment (except f r exposure assessment) are feasible and desirable*
Guidelines are feasible. The Committee believes tha current statutory requirements would not prevent the us of uniform guidelines. Regulators administer laws ref 1 5-ting social policies that suggest different degrees of acceptable risk. Some argue that uniform guidelines wo Id keep regulators from applying different standards of ri < that were based on these laws. However, regulators can apply such standards on the basis of risk management decisions after completion of the risk assessment. Fur thermore, feasibility has already been demonstrated by the adoption of the IRLG guidelines.
Uniform guidelines are desirable for several reasons First, the use of different guidelines by the agencies could undermine the credibility of their risk assessmen s. Critics of an agency risk assessment might argue persua sively that another agency estimates risk differently,  n the basis of a different set of inference options. Second, almost every regulated chemical is in the juris diction of two or more agencies, and the possibility of duplication of effort in performing risk assessments on a given chemical could be minimized if the guidelines wer applied uniformly. Adoption of uniform guidelines coul foster joint risk assessment efforts by agencies interested in regulating the same chemical; or one agency co Id rely on the assessment of another agency. Through such cooperative efforts, a small agency like CPSC, which lacks the scientific capability of EPA and FDA, could gain help in evaluating complex data. Third, governmen -wide guidelines could help industry to gauge government actions and to define the types of data and interpretations relevant to industries' own testing programs. Fourth, federal policy could orchestrate efforts toward uniformity among the states.
*The Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) , wi h agency participation, has written a document describing the scientific basis of risk assessment. OSTP envision the ultimate evolution of a set of principles for risk assessment from this document.